
Before t h e  Board of Zoning Adjustment, D.C. 

PUBLIC HEARING -- J u l y  12 ,  1967 

Appeal No. 9295 Paul  May, a p p e l l a n t .  

The Zoning ~ d m i n i s t r a t o r  of t h e  Distr ict  of Columbia, a p p e l l e e .  

On motion du ly  made, seconded and c a r r i e d  wi th  M r .  
Ar thur  P. Davis d i s s e n t i n g ,  t h e  fo l lowing  Order was e n t e r e d  a t  
t h e  meeting of t h e  Board on J u l y  1 9 ,  1967. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDER - August 4 ,  1967 

ORDERED : 

That  t h e  appea l  f o r  permiss ion t o  expand community c e n t e r  
bu i ld ing  a c t i v i t i e s  a t  1251 Car ro l lbu rg  P l ace ,  SW., l o t  87, 
square  651, be g ran ted  c o n d i t i o n a l l y .  

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

(1) The s u b j e c t  p rope r ty  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  an R-4 D i s t r i c t  
and i s  improved w i t h  a two-story b u i l d i n g  formerly  used a s  f l a t s .  

( 2 )  I n  Appeal No. 8889 t h e  Board g ran ted  permiss ion t o  
e s t a b l i s h  a community c e n t e r  b u i l d i n g  a t  t h e  s u b j e c t  premises 
f o r  o f f i c e s  of a credit union on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  The Board 's  
Order w a s  e f f e c t i v e  November 1 0 ,  1 9 6 6 .  

(3) The c u r r e n t  appea l  d e s i r e s  an expansion of t h e  com- 
munity c e n t e r  use  t o  i nc lude  t h e  s t o r a g e  of food i t e m s .  

( 4 )  It i s  proposed t o  o p e r a t e  a consumer educa t ion  
t r a i n i n g  program f o r  r e s i d e n t s  of  t h e  p u b l i c  housing p r o j e c t s  i n  
t h e  a r e a .  The program i s  under t h e  sponsorsh ip  of t h e  anti-pov- 
e r t y  agency. 

(5 )  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  t r a i n i n g  it i s  proposed t o  pur- 
chase  food s t u f f s  i n  q u a n t i t y  f o r  persons  who joined t h e  com- 
munity o rgan iza t ion  and s t o r e  t h e  food on t h e  s u b j e c t  premise s. 
Orders would be procured from t h e  persons  and food would on ly  be 
h e l d  u n t i l  such t i m e  a s  t h e  produc ts  cou ld  be  picked up by t h e  
m e m b e r .  

( 6 )  Membership i n  t h e  community o r g a n i z a t i o n  would be 
limited t o  persons  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  housing p r o j e c t s  and 
ea rn ing  less than  $7,000 p e r  year .  



(7) This  buying arrangement would permit  food t o  be 
purchased a t  lower p r i c e s  than could be obtained a t  ord inary  
r e t a i l  s t o r e s .  

(8 )  The f a c i l i t i e s  of t h e  c r e d i t  union w i l l  be used t o  
t ake  c a r e  of t h e  money obtained t o  make purchases on o rde r  of 
var ious  members of t h e  group. 

( 9 )  No opposi t ion t o  t h e  g ran t ing  of t h i s  appeal was 
r e g i s t e r e d  a t  t h e  publ ic  hear ing.  

OPINION:  

We a r e  of t h e  opinion t h a t  t h i s  proposed use is  a "community 
cen te r "  use a s  t h a t  t e r m  i s  def ined i n  t h e  Zoning Regulations and t h a t  
t h e  organiza t ion  i s  no t  operated f o r  p r o f i t  and t h a t  t h e r e  be no 
items of commerce w i l l  be o f f e r e d  f o r  s a l e  a t  t h e  s u b j e c t  premises. 
The organiza t ion  i s  operated f o r  t h e  good and welfare  of t h e  com- 
munity wi th in  which it is  loca  t ed .  


